
AGM

As usual on these occasions, much of the AGM was 
concerned with the election of a number of committee 
members. Those present will remember that most of the 
positions were hotly contested with nominations coming 
thick and fast from the floor. However after numerous 
counts and recounts, the following results may be 
announced:

Chairman  Eric Webster
Vice-chairman  David Moon
Treasurer  Chris Thorburn
Speaker secretary Mike Briggs

Paul White is giving up the librarian post in order to look 
after our new AV equipment, thus necessitating the 
election of:

Librarian  Rodney Barraclough
Assist. Librarian Terry Harrison

At the request of Peter Dawson, the job of Newsletter 
Editor was separated from the position of Secretary. Peter 
will continue to function as club secretary and Bob 
Chapman was elected as newsletter editor. Peter and Bob 
will liaise as necessary.

In the absence of other nominees, these positions were 
accepted with good grace by the incumbents:

Abrasive salesman Darrell Rushworth 
Auditor   Fred Barnes
Raffle Organiser Fred Barnes
Registrar  Olga Scott*
(*absent but, quote, “she hasn’t said she won’t”)

Reports

Abrasives - little to say other than the Vitex abrasives are 
very good quality and have been joined by Abranet and 
50mm discs for power sanding, all in a variety of grits. All 
are sold at cost and are excellent value.

Library - the library has acquired a lot of new stock, 
including DVD’s. Keep borrowing!

Speakers - the cost of demonstrators continues to rise 
and two have been refused because their charges were 
thought excessive. However the club will continue in its 
efforts to provide quality demonstrators at reasonable cost.

Treasurer - A full written report was provided by the 
auditor for the perusal of members.

Raffle - Fred thanked everyone for their support of the 
raffle. It raised over £700 last year and pays for the hire of 
the room each month.

The committee were congratulated for their management 
of a very successful year.

AOB

The chairman explained that although the club’s finances 
were sound at the present time, costs continue to rise. 
Ongoing costs such as the newsletter, demonstrators, 
insurance and hire of the hall need to be met whilst 
additional costs such as the maintenance of the AV and 
computer equipment, plus our newly acquired club lathes 
make additional demands on our finances.

In the light of this it was proposed that the membership fee 
be increased from £20 to £25 per annum.

Speakers from the floor questioned the need for such an 
increase and this resulted in a healthy debate on the 
matter. After listening to the arguments put, the meeting 
subsequently voted overwhelmingly to support the 
increase, which will become effective from January 2011.

****************

The ERIBA CUP competition attracted a large number 
of excellent entries and was judged by Bob Chapman and 
Simon Whitehead. After much deliberation the winners 
were:

Ist place and cup trophy to David Robbins for a most 
unusual table lamp.

2nd place and medal to Robin McDermott for a beautifully 
crafted thin-walled bowl.

Commiserations to the other entrants, but remember 
there’s always next time and anyway you wuz robbed!

Lawnswood ‘Hands On’

A great day out with a super lunch provided yet again by 
Fred and his team. Members were generous in bringing 
their lathes, tools and expertise to the meeting and 
sharing them with others in the club.

W e s t  R i d i n g  W o o d t u r n e r
C h a i r m a n :    E r i c  W e b s t e r      0 1 1 3 2  7 5 2  0 4 6
S e c r e t a r y :    P e t e r  D a w s o n    0 1 1 3 2  6 7 5  7 9 9
N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r :  B o b  C h a p m a n    0 1 2 7 4  7 7 0  6 1 7

L a s t  m e e t i n g :  0 6  A p r i l  2 0 1 0  N e x t  m e e t i n g :  0 4  M a y  2 0 1 0
D e a d l i n e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  o f  i t e m s  i n  t h e  n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r :  1 8  M a y



If you have never been to a hands on at Lawnswood you 
are definitely not getting the most out of the club. All 
members are welcome and it is completely free to attend 
although a charge is made if you have lunch.

The day provides a tremendous opportunity to see how 

Mike Briggs, shavings flying, 
gets off to a good start at Lawnswood

others ‘do it’ and learn new techniques, pick up new ideas, 
just get to know other members a bit better or simply show 
off your latest bit of kit. The next one is August 21st. Put 
the date in your diary now.

Simon looked very dapper in his
 new velvet turning smock

Someone left a coat behind at Lawnswood.  Would the 
owner please form an orderly queue and have a word with 
Robin, who has taken temporary possession and will bring 
it to the next meeting.

Cherry wood available

I had a phone call on the 10th April from a lady in 
Huddersfield who had cut down a cherry tree and 
wondered if I wanted the wood. I don’t, but offered to put 
her number in the newsletter as she didn’t want to see it 

burnt. Her name is Maggie Sorby and you can contact her 
on 01484 542188 if you are interested.

Next meeting

We have a demo from Andy Hall, who specialises in 
making wooden hats. I spent a day with Andy last year 
and made an American Derby in Oak. I’m looking forward 
to seeing his demo.

Shows & Competitions

The competition at The Great Yorkshire Show this year 
(July 13/14/15) costs £2 per entry but if you enter four 
pieces you qualify for a free ticket to the show. These 
normally cost £18, so this represents a very good saving. 
Further details and entry forms can be had from Darrel at 
the next meeting.

Also at Harrogate showground there is a Model 
Engineering Show on 7/8/9 May. It’s not turning, but you 
might be interested. 

The Newsletter you deserve...

On Good Friday 1930, the BBC wireless news began, and 
ended, with the announcer’s statement that ‘There is no 
news today’. In other words nothing of any consequence 
had occurred that day.

Such a situation is quite unthinkable nowadays when 
news programmes are scheduled months or even years 
in advance on the assumption that there will be enough 
‘news’ to fill the time allocated. 

The consequence of this, of course, is that much of what 
passes for ‘news’ is, in fact, trivial, repetitious tripe 
designed to fill the time available rather than to inform an 
interested public thirsty for a knowledge of current affairs. 

News programmes today do not simply report the news, 
they decide for us what is and isn’t newsworthy. In a real 
sense they create the news.

Where is this leading? Well, I have inherited a newsletter 
which will be published each month and which will fill a 
minimum of two sides of A4 paper. So much is 
established. 

However, whether it contains news or nonsense is largely 
up to you. The newsletter needs contributors. A 
contribution might only be a couple of sentences or it 
could be a full blown article. I’m quite happy to correct the 
odd spelling mistake, so don’t let that deter you from 
writing. Email or ring me and tell me about it. For example, 
have you found a bargain recently, or do you have 
something to sell? Do you need to know where to buy a 
thingy, or if anyone has a doofah? What do they think of 
it, is it any good? You might contribute a ‘how to’ tip or a 
good design idea, a ‘wanted’ ad. or a photo of something 
you’ve made. Had a disaster lately? Everyone enjoys a 
disaster! (Provided it happened to someone else and 
no-one got hurt!). Got a suggestion for a club activity? 
Don’t keep your ideas to yourself, help create the news - 
and there’s always room for some nonsense too!

However, in the absence of contributions, if I have to, I will 
fill the space in whatever way I can, with whatever comes 
into my mind. You’ve had some experience of that in the 
‘My Cranberry’ issue. You get the newsletter you deserve...


