
A tip-top challenge

It was a simple enough idea: turn a spinning top, 
quickest wins. Spin the top, longest wins. Eric 
gave a brief demo of the basic process. Two 
time-keepers were appointed and we were off!

Duncan Reynolds begins proceedings

The evening progressed well and everyone got 
the opportunity to have a go, although some were 
not keen on turning so publicly and made their 
excuses. There’s no doubt that being watched by 
others can be quite daunting and those who took 
part deserve all credit for doing so. 

It soon became apparent that ‘quick’ was much 
more important than ‘pretty’, and the standard 
dropped to a level everyone was more familiar 
with. Initially, there is no doubt that most of the 
tops made fell well within the definition of Craft-
Related Attainable Practice (think about it).

The winner of the longest spin was Phil Jakeman 
with a magnificent 1 minute 20 second run. 
Modesty almost prevents me from telling that I 
won the ‘quickest making’ section with a time of 55 
seconds. It speaks volumes that my top spun 
(spinned? span?) for all of three seconds. Three! 
To be honest, I’m surprised it lasted so long!

I am, however, appalled and disappointed to have 
to report that there was much skulduggery at the 
spin-off and some of our members showed 
hitherto unsuspected criminal tendencies.

Blowing, table nudging and tilting were some of 
the most obvious attempts at cheating. Three 
members failed drug tests. I can only praise Eric’s 
miserly good sense in not offering any kind of 
prize for the winners. There’s no telling what might 
have happened if he had.

Can you help? Do you recognise this man?
 

Every honest and upstanding club member will 
abhor shameless table-nudging as an example of 
the antisocial and disgraceful behaviour of a poor 
loser. Caught here, playing with his (continued p8)

Announcements

Eldwick Gala, Saturday 26 June. The club will 
have a stall. Please bring work to display in the 
morning, to be set up by 11.00 am.

Tony Clegg, a member of the Eldwick Memorial 
Hall committee plans to hold an Art show in the 
hall on Friday/Saturday 16/17 July and has invited 
the club to put on a display and demonstration 
showing the artistic side of woodturning. 

W e s t  R i d i n g  W o o d t u r n e r
C h a i r m a n :    E r i c  W e b s t e r      0 1 1 3 2  7 5 2  0 4 6
S e c r e t a r y :    P e t e r  D a w s o n    0 1 1 3 2  6 7 5  7 9 9
N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r :  B o b  C h a p m a n    0 1 2 7 4  7 7 0  6 1 7

L a s t  m e e t i n g :  0 1  J u n e  2 0 1 0  N e x t  m e e t i n g :  0 6  J u l y  2 0 1 0
D e a d l i n e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  o f  i t e m s  i n  t h e  n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r :  2 0  J u l y



Paul Wright is appealing

Well, OK, I know you don’t all find him appealing, 
but nevertheless here is the appeal he asked me 
to publish:

It is very rare for me to ask anyone for anything let 
alone send a begging letter, but at least this piece of 
begging does not request money to be donated just a bit 
of work; as much or as little as you wish. The charities 
involved are the British Legion, Help for Heroes and 
the Support our Soldiers (S.O.S) group. 

The Legion, as we all know, do a lot of work for the old 
soldiers all year round with various types of support. 
The Help for Heroes and the S.O.S groups support the 
serving soldiers, believe it or not even things at 
Christmas, such as pens, chocy bars, socks etc to be sent 
abroad. Yes, this should be done by government but, as 
we all know, they do tend to spend more on their own 
needs. 

I myself am involved with a motor cycle group who run 
and attend many charity events; some you may have 
seen on the telly news. What I’m after is donated pieces 
of turned work to sell at the various events attended, via 
stalls supporting the stated charities at which all 
proceeds go to the fund. The pieces of work can be 
anything at all, light pulls, mushrooms, pens, spinning 
tops - anything at all that is spare, and all donated items 
would be gratefully received. If you don’t have anything 
at the mo something anytime would do as the charity 
events are run all the year so anything anytime would 
be great no matter how small or how few. 

Paul Wright.

Paul’s letter raises a more general issue about the 

club’s involvement in charity work. I know that 

some other clubs devote a good deal of their 

energy to raising money for charities, both local 

and national. If you have views on whether or not 

WRWG should support charities, and if so which 

ones and in what ways, send them to me or have 

a word with Eric or any of the committee members. 

It’s an issue worth discussing at least.

Club Camcorder

Also from Paul was a note to say that the club now 
has its own camcorder which he will be trying out 
at the next meeting. The cost was £480 and 
hopefully it will be used at some of the outside 
turning events if anyone wishes to record them, for 
example Harrogate show etc. 

Lathe repair

Some of you will remember Eric Mann’s mishap at 
the last Lawswood get together:

During the Hands-on evening at Lawnswood in April I 
had the misfortune to drop my Perform lathe onto the 
concrete floor, causing it to break across the cast iron 
bed bars at the head stock.

Fortunately Peter Schofield kindly offered to weld it 
together again.   Next job:  complete strip-down of 
lathe at home followed by a visit to Peter’s house 
complete with two sections of lathe.   Once there, the 
lathe was set up and held in position with clamps so no 
movement could occur during the welding.   By the time 
he had finished it looked perfect.

Unfortunately the next day Peter had a hospital 
appointment for surgery on his hand for carpal tunnel 
syndrome.   However, two days later Peter the 
perfectionist, insisted on a belt and braces job and I 
returned with the lathe to be plated both sides.   With 
his right hand still bandaged I had to follow his 
instructions!  

After assembling the lathe at home once more and 
testing all was O.K a trip to the local car accessory 
shop for some yellow Hammerite smooth finish and the 
repair was completed.

Many thanks to Peter and it is good to be a member of 
a club where friends help each other in predicaments 
such as this!!

Regards, Eric Mann

Eric also sent a photo of the repaired lathe:

I hope I speak for us all when I say that we are 
grateful to all those who lug gear to Lawnswood 
for the benefit of other club members. It’s a shame 
when accidents like this happen but, as Eric says, 
great when others step forward to help. Thank you 
Eric, and thank you Peter! 



Club Competitions

Eric Webster recently received a letter from club member Steve Griffiths, who has some comments to 
make about club competitions. Steve raises some very good points and the committee intend to discuss 
the issues raised at their next meeting. Meanwhile Steve’s letter is presented below for your information. 
If you have any thoughts or comments about the club competitions which you would like to add, please 
mention them to Eric or any committee member at the next meeting.

Dear Eric,

Since having the honour of winning the Novice Class at the last meeting I have given some thought to the club 
competition, and decided I should write to offer a few ideas in the hope that you might give them some consideration. 
I will make it plain at the outset that I am not complaining, not grumbling, and certainly not questioning the running 
and judging of the competition; I offer my thoughts solely with the intention of improving it.

I started woodturning only in March this year, and entered items into the competition merely to get critiques so as to 
assess my progress. I do not consider myself to have reached the standard of the intermediate class and had no 
expectation of winning, so was more than a little surprised to be awarded first place.  On reflection I have mixed 
feelings about this; I am pleased that one of my pieces was good enough, but at the same time slightly concerned that 
I am now in a class with experienced turners who are generally producing work of a standard rather far in advance 
of my own.

Promotion of Winners

This leads me to raise the issue of automatically promoting each class winner into the class above. I approve 
completely of the concept, but feel that some important qualifications may have been omitted from the implementation.

Consider, if you will, a situation where the winning piece, perhaps the only one entered, is not good and scores quite 
low marks.  As I understand it, the winning entrant will nonetheless move into the next class, where he may well be 
seriously out of his depth.  This could be seen by some as challenging, but by others perhaps as intimidating, even 
possibly as pointless to enter again when the general skills in that class are of or approaching a professional 
standard. I would have thought that members are more likely to enter when their work is of a standard broadly 
comparable with others in their class, rather than being only too obviously much less good.  There is also no account 
taken of consistency; a single win, even with an item that is of a high enough standard, could be just a flash in the 
pan. I would like therefore to put forward the following additional criteria, to be incorporated in whole or in part into 
the competition rules.  They are, I hope, reasonable and helpful, and I have ranked them in what I think is their order 
of importance. I don't believe that there is any major administrative effort involved, it being necessary only to keep a 
record of all competition scores, which for all I know may already be done.

In order for the winner to be promoted to the next higher class:

1 .      the winning piece must score at least 16 of the 20 points available (80%);

2. the winning piece must not score less than 3 points in any of the four categories;

3. the winning entrant must have had at least two other scores of 14 points or more (70%) in the current and 

preceding five competitions.

These additions seem to me to go some way towards ensuring that promotion goes only to those who demonstrate an 
adequate and consistent level of competence.  Perhaps like me, many who feel they have not really reached the 
necessary standard would not wish to be promoted prematurely.

Single Entrant in Class

I wish also to contribute to the argument as to whether it is valid to nominate a winner when there is only one item 
entered in a class, an issue which I believe came up at the last meeting.  There seems to be two schools of thought 
on this, and I can see some merit in both.  One goes along the lines that if no-one else could be bothered to enter, 
then the one person who did should be recognised.  However, whether that recognition should be a winner's place 
is conjectural, as the result is not truly a win, but a walkover.  The alternative view, which I favour, is that with only 



one entry there cannot - by definition - be a competition as there are no others against which to compete, so with no 
competition there can be no winner.

The reason for my favouring the latter is that as an entrant, I would be content to be deemed winner only if there 
had genuinely been competition, from which my piece was adjudged the best.  By being better than nothing there is 
no satisfaction to be gained; no sense of achievement, and no means of making a comparative evaluation against 
the other pieces entered.  In that vein, I have in fact just set a world record: it is for writing this particular letter to 
you, which no-one else has done better or faster, but I take nothing from it.

In relation to the matter of promotion, this issue also has bearing.  If a single entrant in a class is given some 
recognition other than that of being called “winner”, then there is no difficulty: he will not be eligible for promotion, 
this being applicable only to winners.  If, as occurs now, he is called “winner”, then the additional rules I suggested 
above would come into play, allowing his promotion only if he qualifies under them.

Subjectivity

On this matter I wish merely to make an observation.  Of the four categories in which points are scored, the criteria 
for two are somewhat subjective, relying largely on the judges' personal tastes rather than on any more concrete 
qualities inherent in the piece; I refer to those headed "Design" and "General Appeal", and cannot help but quote 
the old clichés "beauty is in the eye of the beholder", and “one man's meat is another man's poison”. I realise that 
some degree of subjectivity is unavoidable, and can offer no suggestions as to how, or even whether, these categories 
might be changed.

As illustration, one piece that I entered was a small platter made from an interestingly figured piece of spalted 
beech.  Apart from being valuable practice, it was made purely as a decorative item for display, and never intended 
to be a functional platter.  Since I learned a lot from making it, and all my visitors have remarked upon its pleasing 
appearance, I am reasonably happy that it has achieved fitness for purpose on both counts.  If this piece were judged 
as a platter, it would probably receive different marks than if it were judged solely as a decorative object or as a 
practice piece, so my observation is this: judges perhaps cannot reasonably pass opinions on "fitness for purpose" 
unless that purpose is known.

To conclude, I would repeat that my intention in writing to you was not to criticise, but, hopefully, to make the 
competition even better, more satisfying, and to maintain or increase the number of entries. I wish also to say that I 
appreciate all the work that the committee puts in, not only in organising the competition but also in all aspects of 
running the club.

Yours sincerely,

Steve Griffiths

It’s a hard life in the sun!

19th May, about 9.00 am: Phone call from Jim Greenwood, our member who lives in Cyprus. He’s rung to 
say he’ll write a bit for the newsletter about turning in Cyprus, but ‘don’t hold your breath’. He gave me a quick 
idea over the phone though. 

Native woods are sold as fire logs and burned in winter as fuel. There are timber merchants selling ash, Iroko, 
mahogany etc but there’s nowhere to buy woodturning stuff – ask for friction polish and they think you are 
mad. He buys from ASK when he’s in England. He knows one other woodturner in Cyprus but has seen some 
very professional looking turned stuff in shops, that he thinks might be imported. He knows a retired 
handicraft teacher with a lathe, but doesn’t think he uses it much. Jim’s 86 now and used to attend meetings 
at Eldwick and at the Fountains before that. 

He lived in Scholes and he and his wife could see the rain and snow blowing horizontally off the Pennines.  
One day his wife said ‘We’re going’ and that was it – they went! They’d had holidays in Cyprus and had 
friends who lived there, so they knew what they were going to, and Jim enjoys living there – no snow except 
on the mountain tops. He’s still turning and said he’d last used a gouge about an hour before he rang me. I 
didn’t have the nerve to tell him that an hour before he rang me I was fast asleep. It was interesting to hear 
his tales, and I look forward to hearing from him again, but don’t worry Jim - I’m not holding my breath!


